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Melia Reed 
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Jim & Jennifer Stevens 
VP Membership: 

Bob & Arlane Sponaugle 
VP Programs: 

Tony & Eileen Benvegnu 
VP Communications: 

Mary Lou Purello 
Treasurer: 

Charlie Garland 
Secretary: 

Kay Nelson 
Chaplin: 

Father Felix Osanna 

Trustees: 
Diddy Muck, Donna 
Rueby, Sandie Taylor 
Shalom Rep:  Doug Reed 
Newsletter: Mary Lou 
Purello 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

REMEMBER: We will NOT 
meet at Italiano’s for the May 

meeting, instead, on 
Saturday, May 25 will attend 
the Mass and installation of  

officers at St. Mary’s 
Seminary, 9845 Memorial Dr, 

Houston, TX 77024. Please 
join us in this beautiful and 

inspiring event. Mass begins 
at 5:00 p.m., with dinner and 

installation following. 

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 
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Message from Our President

Melia

Now is a joyous time. 
It was a very special joy to be present at the Chrism Mass at the Co-
Cathedral. Watching the support and fellowship shared amongst the 
priests and deacons as they vested in the Cathedral Center was deeply 
moving. The line they made while waiting to process into the Cathedral 
wrapped half  way around the block!  Bishop Sheltz’s word of  welcome 
and thanksgiving captured everyone’s joy at the presence of  Cardinal 
DiNardo. I’m sure you’ll agree that the large attendance at the masses 
throughout Holy Week was a wonderful affirmation of  the vibrant and 
resilient faith within our parish families.  
As Serrans, we feel a special kind of  joy at the impending ordinations in 
May and June. It is the Super Bowl of  our prayers and endeavors. Please 
add a degree of  fervency to your prayers for the young men who will be 
taking their diaconate and priestly vows.  
We all appreciate being thanked, praised, and made to feel like our 
efforts are important. The boys and girls who serve our parishes as altar 
servers do too. I invite you to reach out, give them the gift of  your time 

and attention, and share your joy at their service. It is such a small thing but it is what we are 
called to do as Serrans.  
During the coming summer months, I will be working with many of  you to plan the calendar for 
next year. I urge all of  you to bring any ideas, desires, or suggestions you may have to a board 
member. Everyone has a place in the   mission that is Serra. 
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship

“AWESOMEST”, if  there was such a 
word, it would come close to describing 
Father Skip’s talk at the April meeting.  
Father Phil “Skip” Negley is currently 
the Director of  Ministry to Priests for 
the Archdiocese.  He made his first 
Profession of  Vows in 1967 and was 

ordained in 1973 with the Missionaries of  Our Lady of  LaSalette. To learn more about this order: 
https://www.lasalette.org. 

“Growing with God means asking difficult questions”, stated Father Skip. He explained just as there are 
transitions in life, there are transitions or stages in faith.   In the first stage, the initial stage, we learn that 
we are loved by God and we have value and purpose.  Through Grace we become aware that God loves us. 

Communal Faith is the next stage.  At this stage one becomes aware of  the 
importance and responds to love of  community.  ACTS, Serra, CCE, 
Kiwanis, Youth Groups, and other church activities are examples of  
Communal Faith. It was after Vatican II, that the importance of  
community and church organizations become 
the forefront. The third stage, - one begins to 
question and search for truth.  Communal faith 
transfers to the mind as one questions and 
challenges.  This stage usually begins in teenage 
to young adult age as they strive for 
independence and wanting to know, not just 
believe because they were told.  It moves from 
heart to mind.  This stage is the most difficult for 
parents and grandparents to endure, often 
blaming themselves for not leading their young 
adult to automatically follow church rules.  “Patience and love,” states 
Father Skip.  “Do not control, LOVE. The same as the Prodigal son 

coming home, each must come to their own faith, from heart to mind.” 
The next stages are owning your faith and Missioned Faith, - you are so in love with God that you just 
want to give it away!  At times we fall back to previous stages and so transfer back and forth. Joining 
organizations such as ACTS and Serra boosts us back to a fervent stage. 
To promote vocations, we must first understand one’s stage of  faith.  “Remember,” stated Father Skip, 
“God is nurturing, so be gentle and encouraging and prayerful.” 

https://www.lasalette.org
https://www.lasalette.org
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What’s the Value of One Member? 

	 Ten little members standing in a line 
	 	 One disliked the Pastor, then there were 9. 
	 Nine ambitious members offered to work late. 
	 	 One forgot her promise then there were 8. 
	 Eight creative members had ideas good as heaven. 
	 	 One lost enthusiasm then there were 7. 
	 Seven loyal members got into a fix. 
	 	 They quarreled over programs, then there were 6. 
	 Six members remained with spirit and drive. 
	 	 One moved away and then there were 5. 
	 Five steadfast members wished there were more. 
	 	 One became indifferent and then there were 4. 
	 Four cheerful members who never disagree, 
	 	 ’til one complained of  meetings, then there were 3. 
	 Three eager members!  What do they do? 
	 	 one got discouraged and then there were 2. 
	 Two lonely members, our rhyme is nearly done. 
	 	 One joined the golf  club, then there was 1. 
	 One faithful member was feeling rather blue 
	 	 met with a neighbor and then there were 2. 
	 Two earnest members each enrolled one more 
	 	 doubling their number and then there were 4. 
	 Four determined members just couldn’t wait, 
	 	 ’til each won another and then there were 8. 
	 Eight excited members, signed up sixteen more. 
	 	 In anther six verses, there’ll be a thousand twenty-four. 

Father Skip shared this poem
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M o n t h l y  M e e t i n g  
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship
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N e w s w o r t h y

Congratulation to Sister Marillac as she celebrates 25 years as a religious.  
May God shower her with many blessings. 

EASTER SPIRITUAL BOUQUET 

42 Serrans responded to the request for Spiritual Bouquets for our religious. 

Totals: 
Rosaries = 1669 

Holy Communions - 2187 
Visit to the Blessed Sacrament - 820 

Remembrances at mass - 1951 
Acts of  Penance - 381 

Chaplets of  Divine mercy = 979  
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13 DAY TOUR TO THE HOLY LAND & GREECE 

A pilgrimage to the Holy Land will be an experience you will never forget. Christians 
have been going on pilgrimages from the very beginning of  our faith. The Holy 
Land holds importance as the place of  Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection.  

Pilgrimages include visits to Bethlehem where we stop at The Church of  the 
Nativity that commemorates the birth of  Christ. We visit sites like  

the village of  Cana,  
the Sea of  Galilee, Mt. Tabor, and the River Jordan, Jerusalem and Dead Sea.  
On our pilgrimage to the Holy Land we offer a complete itinerary that includes round-trip airfare, accommodation in 
first class hotels, breakfast and dinner daily, all transportation, daily Mass and all under excellent organizing, 
leadership and teaching 
from Nativity pilgrimage expert 
staff  and Guides.

Day 1 - Depart for Israel 
Day 2 - Tel Aviv/Netanya 
Day 3 - Mt. Tabor/Cana/Nazareth/Basilica of the Annunciation 
Day 4 - Sea of Galilee/Capernaum/Mt. of Beatitudes/Tabgha/ 
Caesarea Philippi 
Day 5 - Jordan River/Jericho/Dead Sea/Bethany/Bethlehem 
Day 6 - Bethlehem/Shepherd’s Field/Church of the Nativity/Ein Karem 
Day 7 - Jerusalem: Mt. of Olives/Gethsemane/Peter Noster/Dominus Flevit/the Passion of Christ/
Via Dolorosa/ Church of Holy Sepulchre 
Day 8 - Jerusalem: Dorminion Church/Upper Room/Church of St. Peter Gallicantu/Tel Aviv/Athens 
Day 9 - Athens/Piraeus/Cruise:Mykonos 
Day 10 - Cruise: Kusadasi/Patmos 
Day 11 - Cruise: Crete/Santorini 
Day 12 - Athens: Athens: Tour to Corinth

$3,699 Per Person                                                
Trip Air from Houston, TX 
(Includes: First class hotels with 
double occupancy option, Two daily 
meals, breakfast and dinner. Daily 
guided tours, Religious Service, all 
airport taxes and fuel charges).

Join Father Felix on a fabulous journey 
to the Holy land and Greece 

https://www.nativitypilgrimage.com/frfelix-humble/. 

SpiritualDirector: Rev. Felix I. Osasona, MSP 

October 31 – November 12, 2019 

For more Information:Toll Free: 1-844-400-9559 | 

info@nativitypilgrimage.com 
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N e w s w o r t h y  A r o u n d  t h e  d i o c e s e

TWO OF OUR 
ADOPTEES WILL BE 
ORDAINED

DEACON DAVID MICHAEL 
MOSES

DEACON KINGSLEY NWOKO

MAY	12
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble, and also at St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 Mass each Friday. 

• Friday, May 10 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Martha  

• Sunday, May 12 World Day of  Prayer for Vocations  

• Tues. May 14 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha  

• Thurs. May 15, Mass at St. 8:30 a.m., St. Philip, 2308 3rd St. Huffman 

• Saturday, May 18, 10:00 a.m., Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart Transitional Diaconate Ordination  

• Saturday, May 25, at 5:00 p.m. - Serra Installation, St. Mary’s Seminary/ Attend the Installation in lieu of  May 
meeting at Italiano’s  

• Saturday, June 1, 10:00 a.m., Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart - Priestly Ordination                                                     
.                                          (David Michael Moses, Kingsley Nwoko) 

• Monday, June 24, Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. 

• July 26-28, Archdiocesan Youth Conference 

May Anniversaries of Ordination 

- Bishop George Sheltz, May 15, 1971- Chancery office 
- Fr. Linh Nguyen, May 20, 2006, St. John of the Cross 
- Fr. Trung Nguyen, May 21, 1994, St. Mary’s Seminary 
- Bishop Vincent Rizzotto, May 26, 1956, St. DominicVillage             

- Father Brian O’Brien, May 26, 2007, St. Francis Xavier                           

Catholic Church  
- Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza, May 29, 1954,Chancery Office - 

- Fr. T.J. Dolce, May 30, 2009, St. Martha 

May Birthdays  

2 - Jeanne McMahon 
3 - Deacon John Sarabia, St. Philip 
the Apostle  
8 - Michelle Sullivan 
10 - Elizabeth Menard 
10 - Sheila Yepsen 
12 - Sr. Lourdes, Discalced Carmelite Monestary 
17 - Maggie Halleck 
17 - Teresa O’Brien 
19 - Larry Lucas  
22 - Fr. Trung Nguyen, St. Mary’s Seminary           

23 - Cardinal DiNardo, Chancery Office                        

24 -Fr. Jose Carmelo, St. Leo the Great                 

24 - Gary Estess 
24 - Emma Rocha 

Keep our fellow Serrans in your 
prayers 

• Cardinal DiNardo as he recovers 
from his recent illness 

• Christina Girau and all Seminarians 
as they discern God’s call

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact 
President, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information 
please contact, Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com.

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you. 

Pray for Seminarians and for Church Vocations 

God,	our	Father,	in	baptism	you	call	us	by	name,	making	us	members	of	your	people,	the	church.	We	
praise	 You	 and	 thank	 you	 for	 Your	 gifts.	 Father,	 we	 ask	 You	 that	 Your	 Spirit	
strengthen	us	to	live	in	love	and	service	to	others,	after	the	example	of	Your	Son,	
Jesus.		

Father,	look	upon	Your	church	with	love	and	bless	Your	people	with	the	servants	
She	 needs.	 Choose	 from	 our	 parishes,	 from	 our	 homes,	 from	 our	 schools	 and	
colleges,	 an	abundant	harvest	of	dedicated	disciples	 for	 service	 in	Your	 church,	
sisters,	brothers,	deacons,	priests,	missionaries.		

We	pray	that	those	whom	you	call	may	never	lose	awareness	of	the	dignity	and	need	of	their	vocation.	
Continue	to	bless	and	strengthen	those	who	have	already	responded	to	your	call.	We	ask	this	through	
Christ	our	Lord,																																																																																																																																																	Amen.

“You can do what I can’t do.  

I can do what you can’t do.  

Together we can do something beautiful for 

God.” 

“I know God will not give me anything I can’t 
handle, I just wish that he didn’t trust me so 
much.” 


“If you judge people, you 
have no time to love them.”


